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n MESSAGE FROM THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY • ROD UNDERHILL

Thank you for taking
the time to learn more
about your Multnomah
County District Attorney’s
Office. The District
Attorney’s Office is
guided by the principle
that the administration
of the rule of law must
be fair and equitable. My
office provides effective
services to victims of
crime through education,
communication
and compassion.
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The Multnomah County District Attorney is responsible for prosecuting offenders who commit state criminal law violations
in Multnomah County. The District Attorney’s office is committed to the open and balanced administration of justice – one that
honors and respects diversity in all of its forms. Rod Underhill is the elected District Attorney in Multnomah County.

n OFFICE OVERVIEW • BY THE NUMBERS

CASES REVIEWED

BUDGET BREAKDOWN

7,534 19,476
Felony

Misdemeanor

CASES ISSUED

Total Budget

$26,797,151

General Fund (GF)

5,127 15,098
Felony

FY 2014 Adopted Budget

Misdemeanor

$20,662,201

Other Fund (OF)

$6,134,950

CASES REJECTED

2,407 4,378
Felony

Misdemeanor

Total FTE

194.5

CASES RESOLVED

5,201 14,108
Felony

STAFFING

Misdemeanor

Attorneys

75

Support Staff

119.5
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n OFFICE OVERVIEW
MULTNOMAH COUNTY DISTRICT
ATTORNEY’S OFFICE
Rod Underhill, District Attorney
Jeff Howes, First Assistant
DIVISION ONE
Chief Deputy Charlene Woods
MDT
(Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team)
Senior DDA John Casalino
Juvenile Unit
Senior DDA Lori Fellows
Domestic Violence Unit
Senior DDA Traci Anderson
SED
(Support Enforcement Division)
Senior DDA Bette Yada
DIVISION TWO
Chief Deputy Chuck Sparks
Neighborhood Unit
Senior DDA Jim Hayden
Intake and MTU
(Misdemeanor Intake
and Misdemeanor Trial Unit)
Senior DDA Thomas Cleary
Unit C/Gangs
Senior DDA Kirsten Snowden
DIVISION THREE
Chief Deputy Don Rees

Investigations Unit
Chief Investigator Kelly Krohn oversees a staff of 10 full-time
investigators. The Investigations Team is a critical part of every
successful prosecution – working on such tasks as locating
missing witnesses, reviewing voluminous paper, photographic,
forensic, and digital evidence, creating trial exhibits, interviewing
witnesses and writing reports.
...
IT Unit
The Information Technologies Unit provides rapid computer
desktop support, as well as all computer software, servers,
peripherals and network support. The unit is responsible
for the operation and maintenance of the DA’s document
management system, Alfresco, and the principal case-tracking
systems, CRIMES Juvenile and CRIMES Adult. The unit is also
responsible for the collection, preparation, and presentation of
statistical data for internal use and in response to requests from
our partners and the public.
...
Partnerships with specialized units of local law
enforcement agencies
Deputies and staff within the Multnomah County District
Attorney’s Office are proud to work closely with specialized
units of local law enforcement agencies. Members of the DA’s
Office have worked with the Portland Police Bureau’s Cold
Case Homicide Unit and the Oregon State Police Crime Lab
to bring unsolved murders to resolution. For example, in 2013,
after several years and thousands of hours of work, Samuel
Etheridge pleaded guilty to the 1996 homicide of a resident
of Northeast Portland.
...

Unit A/Property Crimes
Senior DDA Brian Davidson

Other specialized units to which deputy district attorneys
lend support include:

Unit B/Drugs
Senior DDA Glen Banfield

• East County Major Crimes Team

Unit D/Violent Crimes
Senior DDA Christopher Ramras
Pre-Trial Unit
Senior DDA Stacy Heyworth

• Portland Police Bureau Crash Team
• Multnomah County Sheriff’s Office Special Investigations Unit
• Oregon Humane Society Investigations

The District Attorney’s office is committed to the open and balanced administration of justice —one that honors
and respects diversity in all of its forms. Rod Underhill is the elected District Attorney in Multnomah County.
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n DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S SENIOR STAFF

DIVISION ONE

MDT / CHILD ABUSE

Chief Deputy
District Attorney

Senior Deputy
District Attorney

Senior Deputy
District Attorney

Senior Deputy
District Attorney

Senior Deputy
Chief Deputy
District Attorney District Attorney

Senior Deputy
District Attorney

•
University
of Oregon
School of Law
•
27 years as DDA

•
Temple
University
School of Law
•
15 years as DDA

•
Lewis & Clark
Law School
•
24 years as DDA

•
Willamette
University
College of Law
•
15 years as DDA

•
Lewis & Clark
Law School
•
35 years as DDA

•
University
of Oregon
School of Law
•
26 years as DDA

Charlene
Woods

“I chose a career
in public service
because I wanted a
challenging job that
required constant
learning and working
with passionate,
committed
individuals devoted
to making their
community a place
where everyone can
thrive.”
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John
Casalino

“My proudest
achievement was
being selected for our
Multi-disciplinary
Child Abuse Team
(MDT). I get the
opportunity to make
children safe and
hold the offenders
who harm them
accountable.”

JUVENILE

Lori
Fellows

“I enjoy the
opportunity to
interact with the
community –
both victims and
community and
system partners –
and feel like
I am making a
difference to the
quality of life of our
community.”

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Traci
Anderson

“I chose a career
in public service
in order to help
others navigate
and access a
complex system
in their hour of
highest need and
vulnerability.”

SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT

Bette
Yada

“Having worked
in the child
support area for a
number of years,
I am always
amazed that each
day a new issue,
law or scenario
presents itself. In
an area where
family dynamics
are challenging,
I enjoy applying
the law to the
facts of each
case for a fair
and impartial
outcome.”

DIVISION TWO

Charles
Sparks

•
University
of Oregon
School of Law
•
28 years as DDA

“Unending
challenge,
significant and
interesting
work, and great
people, including
victims, police
personnel, judges
and defense
colleagues.”

NEIGHBORHOOD

James
Hayden

“I knew I wanted
to be part of law
enforcement.
I particularly
enjoy interacting
with the good
people I work
with and doing
important work.
My proudest
achievement as
a prosecutor is
being part of a
great office.”

MISDEMEANOR

UNIT C/GANGS

DIVISION THREE

PROPERTY CRIMES

DRUGS

VIOLENT CRIMES

PRETRIAL

Senior Deputy
District Attorney

Senior Deputy
District Attorney

Chief Deputy
District Attorney

Senior Deputy
District Attorney

Senior Deputy
District Attorney

Senior Deputy
District Attorney

Senior Deputy
District Attorney

•
Lewis & Clark
Law School
•
23 years as DDA

•
University
of Oregon
School of Law
•
16 years as DDA

•
Lewis & Clark
Law School
•
19 years as DDA

•
Lewis & Clark
Law School
•
13 years as DDA

•
University
of Oregon
School of Law
•
11 years as DDA

•
Willamette
University
College of Law
•
12 years as DDA

•
Willamette
University
College of Law
•
27 years as DDA

“I enjoy working
in the unique role
of a prosecutor.
Both a lawyer and
a public servant
– a voice for the
people and the
victims of crime.”

“I enjoy
getting to work
side-by-side
with smart,
hardworking people
dedicated
to public
service.”

“My father’s
entire career
was as a public
servant and I was
thus raised in a
household where
public service was
emphasized.
I wanted a career
that had meaning
above and beyond
simple financial
security.”

“My proudest
achievement
was in securing a
conviction in the
Michael McNeely
aggravated
murder case.
The press had
consisently
referred to the
victim as a
“topless dancer.”
I believe that we
were able to give
the victim her
dignity back.”

Thomas
Cleary

“I chose this form
of public service
because
I believe strongly
in safe, livable
communities and
holding individuals
accountable
for their
actions.”

Kirsten
Snowden

“I chose a career
in public service
because of the
excitement of
litigation and
criminal law, and
because of the
outrageous stories
and the great
people.”

Donald
Rees

Brian
Davidson

Glen
Banfield

“I enjoy the
camaraderie
and stimulating
intellectual
conversation with
my collegues.
I enjoy the
excitement of
advocating in the
courtroom setting.
I appreciate that
what we do is never
dull and makes a
difference in the
lives of others.”

Christopher
Ramras

Stacy
Heyworth
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n DIVISION ONE • OVERVIEW

( Overseen by Chief Deputy District Attorney Charlene Woods )

The units within Division One are dedicated to protecting the most vulnerable members of our
community. Through prosecution, victim assistance, community partnerships, juvenile court,
and child support enforcement, Division One provides children and families the support they
need to grow and thrive while criminals are held accountable. Units within Division One are:
• The Domestic Violence Unit (DV) - DV works to stop family violence by holding
offenders accountable and providing victim support. DV also works with Multnomah County
Mental Health Court to reduce criminal activity by persons suffering from mental illness.
• Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team (MDT) - MDT ensures that child abuse reports
are screened, appropriate cases investigated and, when needed, legal intervention through the
criminal and/or juvenile court takes place to protect vulnerable children.
• Juvenile Unit - Juvenile protects children from abuse and neglect by working with the
Department of Human Services and the court to restore the ability of parents to appropriately
care for their children, or, when necessary, to find an alternative, safe and permanent home for
the children. This unit also protects the public by holding youth accountable for delinquent
conduct.
• The Support Enforcement Division (SED) - SED helps children receive financial
support from both parents and fosters the strengthening of families by connecting them to
community services.
BUDGET: $8,564,426 = $4,151,036 GF / $4,413,390 OF
STAFFING: Total FTE is 61 = 23 Attorneys / 38 Support staff
Criminal Cases Reviewed................ Felony 847 / Misdemeanor 2,460
Criminal Cases Issued ................... Felony 556 / Misdemeanor 1,057
Criminal Cases Rejected ............... Felony 347 / Misdemeanor 1425
Criminal Cases Resolved .............. Felony 498 / Misdemeanor 950
Delinquency Cases Reviewed .......
Delinquency Cases Filed ...............
Delinquency Cases Rejected ........
Delinquency Cases Diverted .........
TPR Petitions Filed: 126
Dependency Petitions Filed: 511
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Felony 349 / Misdemeanor 324
Felony 221 / Misdemeanor 211
Felony 150 / Misdemeanor 79
Felony 19 / Misdemeanor 47

Number of children
protected on
Dependency Petitions

686

Number of children
freed for Adoption

152

n DIVISION ONE • MULTIDISCIPLINARY ABUSE TEAM
( Team Captain: Senior Deputy District Attorney John Casalino )

The Multidisciplinary Child Abuse Team (MDT) prosecutes felony cases
involving the abuse of child victims by a family member, including crimes of
physical and sexual abuse. Housed at the Gateway Children’s Center, MDT
is part of a larger team with representatives from local law enforcement,
public schools, medical experts, the Oregon Department of Human Services
(DHS), and other community partners focused on protecting children. This
multidisciplinary approach ensures that all system partners, including the
deputy district attorneys prosecuting the abusers of children, have the resources
needed to protect child victims and hold offenders accountable.
In addition to prosecuting cases of child abuse, MDT Deputy District Attorneys
are also responsible for litigating the most high risk/high lethality child
protection cases (dependency cases) in Juvenile Court. This involves working
closely with DHS to ensure that appropriate resources are delivered to children
living in potentially high-risk environments.

Chuck Mickley
Deputy District Attorney
•
“My parents were excellent
models of service to others
in their careers and through
their volunteerism. Working
as a prosecuting attorney is
at heart the manifestation of
a desire to help people and
the community at large.”

Example of a significant case: In February 2013, detectives responded to a call from a local hospital indicating that a two-year-old child
had been admitted with significant injuries. The baby presented with severely damaged retinas and subdural bleeding, requiring doctors to drill
a hole in the child’s skull to relieve pressure. During the course of their investigation, detectives learned that the defendant had violently shaken
his two-month-old son. The shaking resulted in developmental delays and temporary blindness. At the time of the offense, the defendant was
on probation for the residential burglary of an elderly woman. In February 2014, the defendant was convicted of Assault in the First Degree and
Criminal Mistreatment in the First Degree after a 10-day jury trial involving seven medical experts. The conviction resulted in a sentence of
90 months in prison pursuant to Ballot Measure 11.

STAFFING: Total FTE is 7 = 4 Attorneys / 2 Support staff / 1 Victim advocate
Criminal Cases Reviewed................ Felony 233 / Misdemeanor 2
Criminal Cases Issued ................... Felony 122 / Misdemeanor 1
Criminal Cases Rejected ............... Felony 153 / Misdemeanor 1
Criminal Cases Resolved .............. Felony 90 / Misdemeanor 1
Dependency Petitions filed: 63
Number of children protected on Dependency Petitions: 105
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n DIVISION ONE • THE JUVENILE UNIT

( Team Captain: Senior Deputy District Attorney Lori Fellows )

The Juvenile Unit is responsible for prosecuting acts of juvenile delinquency
and litigating matters of child protection, known as dependency cases.
With both delinquency and dependency, the unit works closely with system
partners such as Multnomah County Juvenile Department (MCJD), Oregon
Department of Human Services (DHS) and Oregon Youth Authority.
Holding youth accountable for acts of delinquency involves working closely
with MCJD to develop appropriate sanctions aimed at accountability,
community protection and reformation. That includes identifying youth who
are eligible for diversion and working to resolve violations of court ordered
sentences.
When cases of child abuse and neglect come to the attention of authorities,
system partners work to protect the children through dependency and,
when appropriate, termination of parental rights. With dependency cases,
the Juvenile Unit works closely with DHS and other system partners to
establish plans which will provide protection for the children and allow
the parents to mitigate the dangers that brought the case to the attention of
authorities. All efforts are made to keep the family unit intact. When those
efforts are exhausted and parents have been unsuccessful in changing their
circumstances to allow a child to return home, specially trained deputy
district attorneys work to terminate parental rights and free the children for
adoption.

STAFFING: Total FTE is 19 = 9 Attorneys / 10 Support staff
Delinquency Cases Reviewed......... Felony 349 / Misdemeanor 324
Delinquency Cases Filed ................ Felony 221 / Misdemeanor 211
Delinquency Cases Rejected ......... Felony 150 / Misdemeanor 79
Delinquency Cases Diverted .......... Felony 19 / Misdemeanor 47
TPR Petitions filed: 126
Number of children protected on Dependency Petitions: 152
TPR Petitions filed: 448
Number of children protected on Dependency Petitions: 581
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Judith Swanson
Deputy District Attorney
•
“I enjoy seeing positive
change happen with youthful
offenders while helping
victims feel their voices are
being heard by this office
and the bench. I actually get
to see peoples’ lives change
from engaging in horrific
behaviors to becoming
empathetic, socially
and individually
responsible young adults.
Pretty cool stuff.”

n DIVISION ONE • DOMESTIC VIOLENCE UNIT

( Team Captain: Senior Deputy District Attorney Traci Anderson )

The Domestic Violence Unit (DV) works to stop family violence by holding
offenders accountable and providing support to victims. DV screens,
issues, and prosecutes misdemeanor and felony crimes involving family
violence, including Harassment, Burglary, Assault, Rape, and Murder. DV
also handles Violation of Restraining Order cases and represents the state
in Mental Health Court and the Deferred Sentencing Program, two of
Multnomah County’s specialty court programs.
Given the sensitive nature of crimes involving family members, DV works
closely with the Victims Assistance Program and community partners to
ensure that victims and families have the support they need to thrive. Each
DV case is assigned a victim advocate so that victims have the resources
and guidance they need to navigate through the prosecution and court
processes. That work begins the first day a case is received, when our
victim specialist calls victims to answer any questions they might have
about the legal process.

David Hannon
Deputy District Attorney
•
“I really enjoy trying to
help people and work with
them during challenging
times. I enjoy listening to
the thoughts and concerns
of others and working with
them to address their needs.”

Example of a significant case: In September 2012, a defendant was served with a restraining order of protection for the victim, his former
girlfriend. Two days later, the defendant called the victim in violation of the restraining order and told her he had ingested Liquid Plumber. Worried
about his safety, the victim took to the defendant to the hospital and stayed there with him until he recovered. Several days after the hospital stay,
the defendant slammed a brick through the victim’s sliding glass door and threatened her, taking off before the police arrived. The following week
he threw another brick through the door, poured gasoline over the interior of her home, and set fire to it, causing damage in excess of $230,000.
The defendant was charged with Arson in the First Degree, Burglary in the First Degree, Interference with Making a Report and Criminal Mischief in
the First Degree. The defendant was found guilty at trial and he was sentenced to 99 months in prison.

STAFFING: Total FTE is 12 = 8 Attorneys / 4 Support staff
Criminal Cases Reviewed................ Felony 614 / Misdemeanor 2458
Criminal Cases Issued ................... Felony 434 / Misdemeanor 1056
Criminal Cases Rejected ............... Felony 194 / Misdemeanor 1424
Criminal Cases Resolved .............. Felony 408 / Misdemeanor 949
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n DOMESTIC VIOLENCE UNIT, continued…
Specialty Court Programs / Mental Health Court
Multnomah County’s Mental Health Court is a specialized treatment court designed to reduce criminal activity
committed by individuals suffering from a qualifying mental health diagnosis. As a condition of probation
for a criminal offense, individuals with a qualifying mental health diagnosis are given an opportunity to
participate in Mental Health Court. Once accepted, participants are assigned a Mental Health Court monitor
who works with the participant on issues such as housing, medication management, health care appointments,
and transportation. Participants are expected to stay free of drugs and alcohol, meet regularly with their
assigned monitor, take all prescribed medication, pay restitution to victims, keep all appointments with
service providers, and obey all laws. The court is a cooperative effort among multiple agencies, including the
Multnomah County District Attorney’s Office, Multnomah County Circuit Court, Multnomah County Mental
Health and Addiction Services Division, Metropolitan Public Defender, Multnomah County Department of
Community Justice, and the Multnomah County Sheriff’s Office.
Specialty Court Programs / Deferred Sentencing Program (DSP)
The Deferred Sentencing Program is an optional, eligibility based diversion program that provides offenders
access to services that address violent behavior patterns. After entering DSP, offenders receive court ordered
conditions for participation, including domestic violence intervention counseling, which are monitored by
Multnomah County’s Department of Community Justice. If the offender satisfactorily completes program
requirements, the original charges are dismissed. This program holds the offender accountable, while giving
him or her the opportunity to make the long-term positive changes needed to keep their families safe.

Deputy District Attorneys are administered
the Oath of Office on January 2, 2013.

n HUMAN TRAFFICKING TEAM

In May 2013, the Human Trafficking Team (HTT) was formed
to put a renewed focus on protecting minor and adult victims
by holding sex buyers and traffickers accountable. The
HTT is comprised of deputy district attorneys from a multidisciplinary background and a victim’s advocate.
With specialized knowledge in the areas of domestic violence,
gangs, sexual crimes, and neighborhood prosecution, the
deputy district attorneys are well suited to handle complex
human trafficking cases. The HTT works closely with local,
state, and federal law enforcement, as well as many nonprofit
organizations, to help victims leave the sex trafficking industry
and to prevent future sex trafficking through education and
community awareness.

Kelley Cloyd
Deputy District Attorney
•
“Prosecuting sex trafficking
cases has been the most
rewarding experience
of my career. I get to have
a real impact on victims’ lives
by holding offenders
who exploit others
accountable for
their actions.”

Example of a significant case: In 2012, a defendant was arrested after a multiple-agency investigation into the trafficking and forced
prostitution of an 18 year-old female. After arrest, the defendant repeatedly attempted to contact the female victim and other witnesses
in an effort to compromise the state’s case against him, bringing additional criminal charges of Tampering with a Witness and Tampering
with Evidence. The state elected to proceed on the tampering charges first. After a jury trial in March 2013, the defendant was convicted of
Tampering with a Witness and Tampering with Evidence, resulting in a sentence of five years incarceration. In a second trial, the defendant
was convicted of Compelling Prostitution, Promoting Prostitution, Assault in the Second Degree, Robbery in the First Degree, Assault in the
Fourth Degree and, again, Tampering with a Witness. The State sought an enhanced sentence and a dangerous offender designation for the
defendant. The jury found the defendant to be a dangerous offender and sentenced him to a total of 100 years in prison.
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n DIVISION ONE • SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT DIVISION
( Team Captain: Senior Deputy District Attorney Bette Yada )

The Multnomah County District Attorney’s Support Enforcement Division
(SED) establishes, modifies, and enforces paternity, child support, and
medical support orders for families within Multnomah County.
The Child Support Enforcement Program was enacted in 1975 as a federalstate-local partnership. As part of The Oregon Child Support Program,
SED works with parents to ensure that their children have the financial and
emotional support they need to grow and thrive. SED works with parents
and local courts to establish paternity and put in place court orders for child
support and medical support. SED and the courts provide parents who are
unable to meet their obligations with tools to do so, such as assistance with
job placement, addiction evaluations, and mental health service referrals.
SED works with all 50 states, local tribes, U.S. territories, and more than 30
foreign nations to cooperatively provide child support services.

Christine Glidden
Program Supervisor
•
“After working in a corporate
credit and collections
position, I sought a job that
I could believe in and feel
passionate about.
Child Support is such an
important program, ensuring
that parents support their
children and help prevent
reliance on public assistance.”

Example of a significant case: In July 2013, SED attempted to intercept bail posted on a criminal case related to a long standing
child support case with a very poor collection history. The obligor’s associates had posted $25,000 in bail on a case that was later dismissed.
The associates challenged the intercept, claiming the funds were exempt from garnishment. The deputy district attorney assigned to the case
argued that the funds should be applied to child support and the judge ruled in her favor. In cases where the obligor has an extensive criminal
history, bail intercepts are often the only viable collection tool available to SED.

STAFFING: Total FTE is 24 = 3 Attorneys / 21 Support staff
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n DIVISION TWO • OVERVIEW

( Overseen by Chief Deputy District Attorney Charles Sparks )

The units within Division Two work together to address community problems at
ascending levels. Through prosecution, community outreach and engagement, and
coordination with system partners, Division Two works to reduce criminal activity
which impacts quality of life and livability within our community. The units within
Division Two are:
• Neighborhood Prosecution Unit - With deputy district attorneys stationed throughout
the county, the Neighborhood Unit works on the ground to identify problems driving
criminal behavior, including gang activity, and stop it before it escalates. Neighborhood
Prosecution Unit works closely with community partners to respond early to emerging
crime trends.
• Misdemeanor Intake & the Misdemeanor Trial Unit (MTU) - These units work
together to establish accountability and stop criminal behavior for lower-level crimes,
including theft, assault, and driving under the influence. The misdemeanor units also
operate a number of diversion courts to give offenders of low level crimes alternative
options for accountability.
• Unit C/Gangs (UC/G) - UC/G prosecutes cases and works to seek justice for victims
and the community for crimes associated with gang activity or when criminal activity
escalates to serious offenses such as burglary, robbery, arson, and vehicular assault.

BUDGET: $6,580,367 = /$5,936,869 GF / $643,498 OF
STAFFING: Total FTE is 51 = 27 Attorneys / 24 Support staff

Criminal Cases Reviewed................ Felony 891 / Misdemeanor 16,981
Criminal Cases Issued ....................Felony 697 / Misdemeanor 14,039
Criminal Cases Rejected ............... Felony 189 / Misdemeanor 2,944
Criminal Cases Resolved .............. Felony 705/ Misdemeanor 13,155
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n DIVISION TWO • NEIGHBORHOOD PROSECUTION UNIT
( Team Captain: Senior Deputy District Attorney James Hayden )

With prosecutors stationed throughout the area in police precincts, the
Neighborhood Unit operates on a community prosecution model designed
to assist community members in solving local crime problems. Community
prosecution is founded on the idea that prosecutors have a responsibility to help
community members solve safety problems, prevent crime and improve public
confidence in the justice system. Neighborhood prosecutors attend community
meetings to listen to the concerns of community members and work with them
to prevent crime. In most cases, community stakeholders actually assist in
creating the crime-fighting agenda and participate in the solutions.
The community prosecution model ensures long-term, proactive partnerships
between prosecutors, police and the community. The Neighborhood Unit
has helped to reduce problems involving drug sales, thefts from cars, illegal
camping, prostitution, graffiti and many other quality of life offenses. With
support from the City of Portland, federal grants, local businesses, community
groups and TriMet, the program covers all neighborhoods in the county and the
public transit system.

Jeff Rhoades
Deputy District Attorney
•
“I wanted to use my
law degree to do something
that truly impacts the
community I live in.
I can’t think of a better
way to do that than
working in this office.”

Example of a significant case: In 2013, working with partners in both law enforcement and community groups, the Neighborhood Unit
helped launch the Rockwood/Rosewood Enrichment Neighborhood Enforcement Workgroup (R.E.N.E.W.) R.E.N.E.W represents a shared effort
to improve the quality of life for residents of the Rockwood/Rosewood community by creating and maintaining engagement between public safety
and the local community. This partnership includes the Portland Police Bureau, the Gresham Police Department, the Rosewood Initiative,
Home Forward, the Multnomah County Sheriff’s Office, the Multnomah County Health Department, the Multnomah County Department
of Community Justice and Pathfinders of Oregon.

STAFFING: Total FTE is 6 Attorneys / 2 Support staff

14

n DIVISION TWO • MISDEMEANOR INTAKE and
MISDEMEANOR TRIAL UNIT (MTU)

( Team Captain: Senior Deputy District Attorney Thomas Cleary )

Misdemeanor Intake and the Misdemeanor Trial Unit work together to establish
accountability and stop criminal behavior for lower-level crimes, including
theft, assault, and driving under the influence. That work starts in Misdemeanor
Intake, where all non-domestic violence misdemeanor cases are submitted to
the office by local law enforcement agencies and screened for prosecution.
The screening includes an analysis of the facts in the case and a determination
as to whether or not the crime is eligible for diversion. Intake and MTU
staff a number of diversion courts, including DUII Diversion, DUII Intensive
Supervision Program and Community Court.
Once a case has been issued, MTU is responsible for negotiating a resolution
and, when necessary, taking the case to trial. In addition to deputy district
attorneys, MTU is staffed by certified law students. Together, MTU’s attorneys
and law students work to resolve the more than 15,000 misdemeanor cases
issued every year by the District Attorney’s Office. Of the 15,000 cases,
approximately 60 percent are resolved via expedited plea agreements designed
to promote accountability, provide for community safety and give the offender
an opportunity to engage in services designed to reduce criminal behavior.
The remaining cases are set for trial with the expectation that they are resolved
within 90 days of the case being issued.

Parakram Singh
Deputy District Attorney
•
“A career in public service
allows me to be a part of a
much larger organization
without having to worry
about the unintended results
that stem from a profit
obligation to shareholders.
Here, we are all shareholders,
and an enhancement in
value impacts the entire
community positively.”

Example of a significant case: In December 2012, animal abuse investigators served a search warrant on the home of a defendant.
Investigators found 17 dogs in the home, which was covered throughout in animal urine and feces. The dogs were found in various conditions
of neglect, with mild to severe matting and feces crusted within their coats, poor teeth, and overgrown nails. The defendant was charged with
multiple counts of Animal Neglect. The case was resolved with a plea agreement, which placed the defendant on two years probation and ordered
her not to possess domestic animals for five years. She entered guilty pleas to seven counts of Animal Neglect in the Second Degree. The resolution
also required the defendant to complete animal care counseling and 64 hours of community service.

STAFFING: Total FTE IS 27 = is 12 Attorneys / 15 Support staff
Cases Reviewed............................. Misdemeanors 16,979
Cases Issued ................................. Misdemeanors 14,039
Cases Rejected ..............................Misdemeanors 2,942
Cases Resolved ............................ Misdemeanors 13,155
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n MISDEMEANOR INTAKE AND MISDEMEANOR TRIAL UNIT, continued…
Specialty Courts / DUII Diversion
DUII Diversion offers eligible individuals a chance to avoid a criminal conviction for Driving Under
the Influence of Intoxicants. DUII Diversion eligibility is outlined in ORS 813.200, which requires
participants to complete a drug and alcohol diagnostic assessment, engage in treatment indicated as
necessary by the diagnostic assessment, abstain from the use of intoxicants, and comply with all laws
while in the program.
Specialty Courts / DUII Diversion Intensive Supervision Program
DUII Intensive Supervision Program (DISP) is offered to repeat offenders of Driving Under the Influence
of Intoxicants. In DISP, participants can reduce jail time and fines associated with multiple DUII
convictions through intensive probation, close monitoring, and mandatory treatment. This program works
to help repeat DUII offenders establish and maintain a life that is free of alcohol and drug abuse for the
duration of probation and beyond, thereby greatly improving the quality of the offender’s life, as well as
the safety and security of our community.
Specialty Courts / Community Court
Community Court is offered on misdemeanor quality of life crimes, such as theft, prostitution, drinking
in public, and trespass. In return for a guilty plea, defendants receive a sentence that may include local
community service and mandated social services. Most first time cases at Community Court are dismissed
after the participant successfully completes court ordered community service and/or mandated social
services. Some participants perform community service so their labor goes back into the community that
was harmed by their conduct and criminal activity. Other participants in Community Court complete
mandated social services to address underlying problems which led to their criminal activity. Last year,
approximately 6,400 cases were handled in Community Court.

From the
16th floor of
the Hatfield
Federal
Courthouse,
looking west
across the
park at the
Multnomah
County
Courthouse.
To the left are
the Portland
Building, City
Hall and the
Wells Fargo
tower.

16

n DIVISION TWO • UNIT C/GANGS

( Team Captain: Senior Deputy District Attorney Kirsten Snowden )

Unit C/Gangs is a major felony prosecution team that seeks justice for victims
and the community for crimes associated with gang activity or serious offenses
such as burglary, robbery, arson, vehicular assault, and those associated with
guns and/or weapons. The prosecutors within UC/G work closely with local
law enforcement at the investigative level by personally responding to crime
scenes, reviewing search warrants, and providing legal advice. Such partnership is essential to ensuring that investigations are conducted, from beginning
to end, in a way that gives the best chance to hold offenders accountable and
keep the community safe. This is particularly important given the serious nature
of the crimes handled within this unit.
A large portion of work carried out within UC/G involves gang activity and
violence. Adequately addressing gang activity requires active engagement with
the community. In an effort to address local livability concerns and implement
gang violence reduction strategies, Unit C/Gangs prosecutors also collaborate
with law enforcement and community organizations such as the Rosewood/
Rockwood Enrichment Neighborhood Enforcement Workgroup or “RENEW.”

Jenna Plank
Deputy District Attorney
•
“Many lawyers do
work that affects
their clients only.
Working in public service
allows you to do work
that affects literally
everyone in our
community.”

Example of a significant case: In October 2012, Defendant #1 and Defendant #2, wearing masks, burst into Gator’s Bar & Grill armed with
handguns. The defendants ordered the bartender and patrons down to the ground and proceeded to take money from the register and rob the
patrons. The bartender triggered a silent alarm before the defendants fled in a getaway car driven by Defendant #1. Officers located the vehicle and
the defendants led officers on a two-mile chase before crashing and running from the car. After a foot chase, Defendant #1 was apprehended a
block away and Defendant #2, having shot himself in the leg during the course of the pursuit, was located with the help of a police dog.
Officers recovered the stolen money. Defendant #1 was convicted after a jury trial and sentenced to 10 years in prison.
Defendant #2 pleaded guilty and also received 10 years in prison.

STAFFING: Total FTE is 11 = is 8 Attorneys / 3 Support staff
Cases Reviewed .............................Felony 891 / Misdemeanor 2
Cases Issued ..................................Felony 697 / Misdemeanor 0
Cases Rejected ............................. Felony 187 / Misdemeanor 2
Cases Resolved ............................ Felony 705 / Misdemeanor 0

17

n DIVISION THREE • OVERVIEW

( Overseen by Chief Deputy District Attorney Don Rees )

Division Three is comprised of four units –Unit A (Property Crimes), Unit B (Drugs
and Vice), Unit D (Violent Crimes), and the Pretrial Unit. The prosecutors and staff
of Unit A handle all types of property crimes including employee theft, white collar
crime, and complex financial crimes. Working with law enforcement, local, national
and international businesses, and members of the community, the attorneys and staff
in Unit A work to obtain restitution for victims who have suffered a financial loss as
a result of criminal activity. The attorneys and staff members in Unit B work with
local law enforcement to combat on-going drug activity in our community. The
work of the unit focuses on high drug activity areas and on the growing problem of
drug overdoses in our community. The members of Unit D handle the most violent
and sensitive crimes in the county. Some of the most experienced, specialized,
and highly-trained prosecutors work in Unit D – often working very closely with
members of law enforcement from the outset of an investigation in order to build a
successful prosecution from the earliest stages. Finally, the Pretrial Unit reviews all
indictments issued by the grand jury and handles daily arraignments in the Multnomah
County Justice Center. The Pretrial Unit also assists with extradition cases, returning
defendants wanted in Oregon who have
fled to other jurisdictions.

BUDGET: $6,512,553 = $6,240,600 GF / $271,953 OF
STAFFING: Total FTE is 42 = 22.5 Attorneys / 19.5 Support staff

Criminal Cases Reviewed................ Felony 5,722 / Misdemeanor 12
Criminal Cases Issued ....................Felony 3,874 / Misdemeanor 2
Criminal Cases Rejected ............... Felony 1,871 / Misdemeanor 9
Criminal Cases Resolved .............. Felony 3,998 / Misdemeanor 3
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n DIVISION THREE • UNIT A (PROPERTY CRIMES)
( Team Captain: Senior Deputy District Attorney Brian Davidson )

Unit A works to protect our community in felony cases involving property
crime, commercial burglaries, identity theft, white collar crime, computer crime,
theft, stolen car cases, criminal mischief, forgery and other types of criminal
fraud. Cases involving white collar crime, identity theft, and computers can
be exceptionally complex and difficult to prove. Unit A has specially trained
deputies who are able to stitch together the complex details, which often have
multiple stages of criminal activity across long periods of time. Unit A also has
deputies who are specially trained in protecting the most vulnerable members of
our community, including the elderly and disabled, in cases of fraud. In every case
prosecuted by Unit A, a determination is made about whether restitution is owed.
If restitution is owed, a court order requiring payment is sought.
Specialty Court / START Court
Success Through Accountability, Restitution, and Treatment (START). START
is an adult drug treatment court for defendants convicted of certain property and
drug offenses who have an addiction to drugs and/or alcohol. Participants attend
substance abuse treatment, are supervised by an assigned Probation Officer, attend
court regularly, submit to random drug testing and pay toward their restitution.
START consists of five main levels: engagement; responsibility to self and others;
employment, education and life: recovery begins; reinforcement of a clean and
sober lifestyle; and graduation. The court gives incentives for positive behavior
and sanctions for negative behavior to encourage graduation.

Todd Jackson
Deputy District Attorney
•
“I tried and convicted a
person who used Craigslist
to scam two families out
of $14,000 by fraudulently
pretending to sell them cars.
After a two-day jury trial, the
defendant was unanimously
found guilty on every count.
The judge sent him to prison
and ordered him to pay
restitution in full to each
of the families.”

Example of a significant case: In 2012, a defendant came to the attention of the investigators under suspicion that she had stolen money
from the victim, her 71-year-old mother, who was suffering from early-stage Alzheimer’s. The investigation began when the victim visited the bank
and found her bank accounts had been depleted. The defendant was granted power of attorney for the victim and subsequently spent her savings.
Prior to the POA, the victim’s income exceeded her expenses. After the POA, more than $239,000 was spent in 13 months. The defendant was found
guilty after pleas to five felonies, including Criminal Mistreatment I (two counts), Aggravated Theft I, Aggravated Identity Theft, and Identity Theft.
She was sentenced to 36 months in prison, 60 months probation and ordered to pay restitution.

STAFFING: Total FTE is 14.5 = is 9 Attorneys / 5.5 Support staff
Cases Reviewed .............................Felony 1,794 / Misdemeanor 5
Cases Issued ..................................Felony 1,161 / Misdemeanor 0
Cases Rejected ............................. Felony 680 / Misdemeanor 5
Cases Resolved ............................ Felony 1,257 / Misdemeanor 1
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n DIVISION THREE • UNIT B (DRUGS)

( Team Captain: Senior Deputy District Attorney Glen Banfield )

Unit B is responsible for prosecuting drug crimes and gambling related
offenses. A senior deputy supervises four deputies assigned to the unit. Each
deputy carries a case load of approximately 100 cases or more. Two deputies
are assigned to the Sanction Treatment Options Program (STOP). One deputy
specifically prosecutes cases investigated by the Portland Police Bureau’s
Drug and Vice Division (DVD) and the Multnomah County Sheriff’s Special
Investigations Unit (SIU). The DVD and SIU deputy also handles overdose
death investigations. One deputy is assigned to the Neighborhood Livability
Crime Enforcement Program (NLCEP) and the Drug Impact Area Program
(DIA). The NLCEP program provides extensive community services for
chronic offenders. The NLCEP prosecutor facilitates services by holding
offenders accountable while strongly encouraging them to engage in the offered
services. The purpose of the DIA program is to improve livability in areas of
Portland that have been degraded by persistent drug related crimes. The DIA
prosecutor provides legal assistance to the Portland Police Bureau in planning
and conducting interdiction missions and vigorously prosecutes drug crimes
occurring in the DIA. Unit B deputies are available to review warrants and give
advice to police regarding search and seizure issues 24 hours a day, seven days
a week.

Laura Maurer
Deputy District Attorney
•
“I was drawn to public
service work because it
provides an opportunity
to work with different
members of the community
in an effort to solve problems
and effectuate
positive change.”

Specialty Court / STOP Court
The STOP program is designed to encourage persons who have been charged with possession of a controlled
substance to enter and successfully complete drug treatment in lieu of a criminal conviction. Participants
are required to engage in treatment, submit to urinalysis, and periodically appear before the court. The
STOP prosecutors take a team approach with the judge, defense attorney and treatment provider. The STOP
prosecutors provide input with regard to appropriate incentives and sanctions for participants. Court hearings
are Monday through Friday, from 1 pm to 4 pm. The program saved $79 million over 10 years and reduced
recidivism by 30 percent.

Example of a significant case: Victim #1 died of a heroin overdose on 12/4/12 in a Subway restaurant bathroom. Victim #2 died of a heroin
overdose on 3/14/13 at his residence. Officers used informants to order heroin from individuals suspected to be involved with dealing that caused the
deaths. During the course of their investigation, officers arrested 11 individuals associated with both overdoses. On 4/5/13, Victor Monge was arrested
during a sting operation. Evidence connected Monge to both deaths. All defendants were ultimately convicted of delivery of heroin. Sentences ranged
from probation to several years in prison. Monge received 60 months in prison.

STAFFING: Total FTE is 9 = is 5 Attorneys / 4 Support staff
Cases Reviewed .............................Felony 2,871
Cases Issued ..................................Felony 2,001
Cases Resolved ............................ Felony 2,023
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n DIVISION THREE • UNIT D (VIOLENT CRIMES)

( Team Captain: Senior Deputy District Attorney Christopher Ramras )

Unit D prosecutes serious crimes arising out of violence and sexual assault
when such crimes do not involve domestic violence or a relationship between
a family member and minor victim. Unit D thus prosecutes a wide range of
crimes against adult and child victims.These crimes include Attempted Murder,
Assault, Kidnapping, Rape, Sodomy, Sexual Abuse and child pornography
crimes. In addition, each deputy in Unit D is available to respond to homicide
scenes and prosecute the resulting cases, including Aggravated Murder,
Murder and Manslaughter. Unit D also reviews misdemeanor sex crimes
involving children and adults for either prosecution by a unit member or special
assignment to a misdemeanor court attorney when the police agency involved
has forwarded the misdemeanor for Unit D consideration. The unit works
closely with the Victim Assistance Program in helping victims of such crimes to
deal with the criminal justice system. There are a number of cases involving the
commission of serious crimes that were sentenced prior to Measure 11 under an
indeterminate sentencing scheme. Unit D members participate in parole
hearings and present the state’s position when such offenders are being
considered for parole. Unit D consists of four deputy district attorneys
supervised by one Senior Deputy District Attorney with two support staff.
Our cases frequently draw media attention due to a large percentage
of violent stranger-to-stranger crimes.

Amity Girt
Deputy District Attorney
•
“This job is both
challenging and
rewarding.
There’s also a great
degree of camaraderie
in this line of work.”

Example of a significant case: Victim #1 & #2 were on a date. Upon exiting their car, a man came up and put a knife to Victim #1’s throat.
The man repeatedly told Victim #1 he would rape her, and told Victim #2 he would cut off his ears and shove them into Victim #1. The man stabbed
Victim #1 puncturing her lung. The victims escaped and called the police. While paramedics were working on Victim #1, the assailant came
back to the scene after turning his shirt inside out. When the police arrested him, he had the knife with Victim #1’s DNA on it. He pleaded guilty
to Kidnapping in the First Degree, Assault in the Second Degree and Attempted Assault in the Second Degree.
He was sentenced to more than 10 years in prison.

STAFFING: Total FTE is 7 = is 5 Attorneys / 2 Support staff
Cases Reviewed .............................Felony 679
Cases Issued ..................................Felony 378
Cases Resolved ............................ Felony 367

The District Attorney’s office is committed to the open and balanced administration of justice —one that honors
and respects diversity in all of its forms. Rod Underhill is the elected District Attorney in Multnomah County.
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n DIVISION THREE • PRETRIAL UNIT

( Team Captain: Senior Deputy District Attorney Stacy Heyworth )

The Pre-Trial Unit is responsible for arraigning every felony defendant once
an accusatory instrument has been issued. Release arguments are made to
the court at arraignment in an effort to ensure the safety of our community.
Subsequent to the first arraignment, grand jurors make the ultimate decision
as to whether enough evidence exists to indict a defendant. These jurors are
given an extensive orientation by the unit before hearing cases. The unit also
works closely with the Governor’s Office to review and recommend whether
to extradite wanted felons who have been arrested in other states or countries. In
addition, all fugitive matters are processed through the unit with the assistance
of the Governor’s Office and the demanding state. In 2013, the office processed
303 fugitive cases and 153 defendants were extradited back to Multnomah
County for prosecution. Other areas reviewed by the unit include post-trial
matters ranging from appeal preparation, arguments made by defendants post
appeal and approximately 800 requests by citizens to set aside arrests and
convictions. The Pretrial Unit is also responsible for assisting the District
Attorney in responding to all public records requests.

Travis Sewell
Deputy District Attorney
•
“I was always interested in
criminal law and justice.
Originally I wanted to be an
FBI agent but decided during
law school that I would
rather be a prosecutor
than an investigator.”

Example of a significant case: An armed man walked into a local 7-11 where he engaged in a verbal confrontation with another man.
The suspect pulled out a gun and pointed it at the man. Thinking that the weapon was a pellet gun, the unarmed man began to pursue the gunman
in order to take the weapon. The man with the gun fired two shots and struck the man in the abdomen. The gunman fled to Alaska while the
victim recuperated from his injury. The gunman was arrested in Alaska as a fugitive from Oregon. He was transported to the State of Oregon where
he was sentenced to 78 months in the penitentiary with three years post-prison supervision.

STAFFING: Total FTE is 9.5 = is 2.5 Attorneys / 7 Support staff
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n APPENDIX • CONTACTS
Rod Underhill, District Attorney
Multnomah County Courthouse
1021 S.W. Fourth Avenue, Room 600
Portland, Oregon 97204

• Intake Unit
Multnomah County Justice Center, Room 358
1120 S.W. Third Avenue
Portland, Oregon 97204

DA@mcda.us – Messages will be distributed
to the appropriate staff person.

• Support Enforcement Division
Portland Building, Room 1530
1120 S.W. Fifth Avenue
Portland, Oregon 97204

Main Office Phone Number
(503) 988-3162 (8 am – 5:30 pm,
Monday – Friday)

• East County Courthouse
18480 SE Stark Street
Gresham, Oregon 97233

Out primary offices are:

• Support Enforcement Division –
East Multnomah County
18480 SE Stark St, Suite 305
Portland Oregon 97233-4867

• Courthouse Office
Multnomah County Courthouse, Rooms 600 & 804
1021 S.W. Fourth Avenue
Portland, Oregon 97204

• Juvenile Justice Center
Donald E. Long Building, Room 2100
1401 N.E. 68th Avenue
Portland, Oregon 97213

An historic view
of the courthouse,
looking north on
Fourth Avenue,
when it was
originally built
and before the
western half of
the building
was added.
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n PREVIOUS MULTNOMAH COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEYS

Raleigh Scott

C.F. Lord

R.E. Sewall

Stanley Myers

L.L. Langley

F.L. Smith

C.E. Raymond

W.C. Johnson

M.F. Mulkey

J.F. Caples

J.M. Gearin

H.E. McGinn
1886— 1890

1892— 1896

1896— 1898

G.E. Chamberlain

J.M. Manning

G.J. Cameron

W.H. Evans

J.R. Bain

T.B. Handley

J.B. McCourt

W.M. Langley

1861

1878— 1884

1900— 1902

1935— 1945

1862— 1864

1884— 1886

1902— 1907

1945— 1946

1866— 1868

1908—1912

1946— 1954

A.C. Gibbs

G.H. Durham

W.W. Page

1868— 1872

W.T. Hume

1912— 1921

1955— 1957

1872— 1876

1921— 1930

1957— 1958

1876— 1878

1898-1900

1931—1934

1959— 1962

n District Attorneys
not pictured:
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C.W. Pecore
1962

G. Van Hoomissen
1962— 1970

Des Connall
1970— 1972

Harl Haas

1973— 1980

Michael D. Schrunk
1981— 2012

T.S. Brandon,
1855;
W.G. Langford,
1858;
D.W. Douthitt,
1860;
E.N. Hodgkinson,
1864— 1866 and
T.G. Stevens,
1890— 1892

www.mcda.us
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